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BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Erin Zamarro, Chair 
Nick Chacharone 
Brian Dardy 
Eric Stratton 
Andrew Serrato 
Nataile Turner 
 
CONTACT 

• 50 Officer Manny Familia Way 

• Worcester, MA 01605 

• Hours: 8:00 am to 5:00 PM 

• Phone: 508-799-1190 

• Email: Parks@worcesterma.gov 

• Website: 

www.worcesterma.gov/parks 

 

The Parks & Recreation Commission is committed 
to ensuring that its public meetings are accessible 
to all. If you need reasonable accommodations to 
participate in the meeting, please reach out to the 
staff contact listed. While boards and commissions 
do their best to accommodate you, certain 
accommodation may not be available if requested 
within short notice of the scheduled meeting. 
Requests for American Sign Language 
interpretation must be made 10 business days or 
more in advance of the meeting. 
 
Hay disponibles servicios de interpretación y 
otras adaptaciones con solicitud previa. 
 

المسبق  الطلب عند التیسیر وسائل من وغیرھا الفوریة الترجمة تتوفر  
 
अनवु ◌ाद र अ6य आवसह अ'-म अनरोधपचत ◌ु उपल5ध 
हु6छ। 
 
Interpretação e outras adaptações estão 
disponíveis mediante solicitação prévia. 
 
Përkthimi dhe akomodime të tjera janë në 
dispozicion me kërkesë paraprake. 
 
Kasa nkyerɛaseɛ ɛne akwanya afoforɔ da hɔ 
ma wɔn a wɔn bɛ bisa ato hɔ. 
 
Phiên dịch và các hỗ trợ khác có sẵn theo 
yêu cầu trước. 
 
 
DIVISION STAFF 
Robert C. Antonelli Jr. Commissioner 

Jeffery Tomaino, Parks & Recreation 

Coordinator 

Mily Pacheco, Coordinator of 

Administration & Finance 

Melissa Richford, Principal Clerk 

Scott Morin, Director of Maintenance 

John Grant, General Foreman 

 

                               

 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  

MEETING AGENDA 
 

Thursday June 11, 2026 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Department of Parks, Recreation & Cemetery 
Administrative Office – Meeting Room A 

50 Officer Manny Familia Way Worcester, MA 01605
 

 
The Parks & Recreation Commission meeting will be held in-person at 
the date, time and location listed above. Meeting attendees will 
additionally have options to participate remotely by joining online or by 
phone: 
 

• Use the following link to join the meeting via computer: 
1) Go to www.teams.com 
2) Enter Meeting ID: 252 764 816 012 33 
3) Enter Password: wJ7WZ3y9 
4) Join the meeting now 
 

• Call 1-469-998-7682 (Access Code: 893 135 021#)  
 
Note: If technological problems interrupt the virtual meeting 
component, the meeting will continue in-person. 
 
Application materials may be viewed by appointment at: 
Department of Parks, Recreation & Cemetery,  
50 Officer Manny Familia Way Worcester, MA 01605 
between 8:00 a.m. – 3 p.m., Monday through Friday.  
 
For more information concerning this meeting, please contact the  
Department of Parks, Recreation & Cemetery, by email at 
Parks@worcesterma.gov or phone at 508-799-1190.  Please send 
written comments 3 business days or more in advance of the meeting. 
If you need reasonable accommodations to participate in the meeting, 
please reach out to the staff contact listed. While boards and commissions 
do their best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may not be 
available if requested within short notice of the scheduled meeting. 
Requests for American Sign Language interpretation must be made 10 
business days or more in advance of the meeting. 
 
Para más información sobre esta reunión, comuníquese con el 
Department of Parks, Recreation & Cemetery, Hope Cemetery Division 
por correo electrónico al correo Parks@worcesterma.gov o por teléfono 
al 508-799-1190. Envíe sus comentarios por escrito 3 días hábiles o 
más antes de la reunión. Si necesita adaptaciones razonables para 
participar en la reunión, comuníquese con el contacto del personal 
indicado en la lista. Aunque las juntas y comisiones hacen todo lo 

http://www.teams.com/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTYwZGE0MjUtZDg3Ny00ZmNmLWJjMzQtZWE5YzEzNDJkOThk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f25998dd-1be6-42c6-a44c-8785f3e6deb6%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220a2fb522-bcc3-43ac-a647-a32ebaec7b5e%22%7d
mailto:Parks@worcesterma.gov
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 

OCTOBER 22, 2026 

NOVEMBER 5, 2026 

DECEMBER 17, 2026 

JANUARY 21, 2027 

FEBRUARY 11, 2027 

MARCH 4, 2027 

APRIL 15, 2027 

MAY 13, 2027 

JUNE 3, 2027 

 

 

 

 

 
 

posible para atenderle, algunas adaptaciones podrían no estar 
disponibles si se solicitan con poca anticipación a la reunión 
programada. Las solicitudes de interpretación de lenguaje de señas 
estadounidense deben hacerse 10 días hábiles o más antes de la reunión. 
 

1. Call to Order – 6:30 PM 
 

2. Attendance (Roll Call) 
 

3. Acceptance of Minutes (December 4, 2025, February 
26, 2026, and March 19, 2026, and April 16, 2026) 
 

4. Public Participation 
 
There will be a two (2) hour time limit for this meeting unless a 
majority of the commission members present vote to extend the 
allotted time. 

 
5. Public Participation (Agenda Items); 

 
A person may speak for no more than three (3) minutes in total 
on any item appearing on the agenda. 
 

6. Commissioner Report 
 

a) Budget 
b) Seasonal Employment Opportunities for 2026 
c) Newton Hill at Elm Park Update 
d) Final Updated Alcohol Policy with requested 

changes from the Commission. 
e) Mosquito-Bite Prevention 
f) Worcester Common Master Plan 
 

7. Old Business 
 
The individual / organization / group who has placed an item 
on the agenda may speak for no more than five (5) minutes in 
total on the item they have submitted. 

 
a) Request of Mayor Joseph M. Petty and Councilor 

Khrystian King to name the basketball court at 
Greenwood Park in honor of Nancy Mayer Bates 

b) Request of Park Spirit of Worcester to discuss the 
attached documents (from October 16, 2025, 
Agenda) as it pertains to Park Land used for non-
park purposes. 

c) Request of Commissioner Stratton to have the Law 
Department review items 1, 2, 3 & 4 within three 
months. 

d) Request from Geoffrey Killebrew to discuss Item #1 
on his requests from January 29, 2026, Parks & 
Recreation Commission Meeting. 
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8. New Business 

 
Agenda items must be submitted three (3) business days 
before each Commission meeting with subject line “Agenda 
Item” to Parks@worcesterma.gov and reply satisfactorily to 
any required follow-up requests sent by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission. 
 
The individual / organization / group who has placed an 
item on the agenda may speak for no more than five (5) 
minutes in total on the item they have submitted. 

 
a) Request from the Interim Veterans’ Service 

Officer/Director to review the Purple Heart and 
Gold Star Memorials that will be located on the 
Worcester Common. 

b) Request from Park Spirit of Worcester to discuss 
additional questions based on the attached 
documents (from October 16, 2025, agenda) and 
the City of Worcester response as it pertains to 
Park Land used for non-park purposes. 

c) Request of District 1 City Councilor on the 
renaming of Great Brook Valley Playground in 
honor of Roberto Clemete with a final vote set for 
June 11, 2026. 

d) Request from Commissioner Brian Dardy to 
review a Parks & Recreation Commission item on 
Exploratory Academic & Community 
Collaboration. 

e) Request of Nancy Ortiz for an update on South 
Worcester Playground construction & Green Hill 
Park Handball Court. 
 

9. Tabled Business 
 
To take an item off the table, a motion must be made by a 
member of the Commission, seconded and approved by a 
majority vote of the members present.  The item can then be 
discussed at the next meeting. 
 

a) NA 
 

10. Meeting Adjourned (Roll Call) 
 

mailto:Parks@worcesterma.gov






















































































































































































 

 
  

Department of Parks, Recreation, & Cemetery  
Parks & Recreation Division  
50 Officer Manny Familia Way, Worcester, MA 01605 
P| 508-799-1190 F| 508-799-1293 
parks@worcesterma.gov 
 
 
 
 

Seasonal Employment Opportunities 2026 
 
The City of Worcester Department of Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery is seeking motivated 
individuals to fill the following seasonal positions: 

• Seasonal Maintenance Director  
• Assistant Seasonal Maintenance Director  
• Seasonal Maintenance Crew Supervisors  
• Seasonal Maintenance Workers (Park Stewards Program) Ability to work twenty-five (25) 

hours per week 
• Temporary Laborer -Hope Cemetery/Parks (Ability to work thirty-five (30) hours per week)  
• Head Gate Keeper 
• Gate Keeper 
• Recreation Program Director 

 
If you have interests or questions regarding seasonal employment with the City of Worcester 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Cemetery, please contact the division at (508) 799-1190 or email 
parks@worcesterma.gov for more details. 

 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

The City of Worcester does not discriminate in its programs and activities on the basis of age, 
gender expression/gender identity, genetic information, marital status, color, national origin, 
language, physical or mental disability, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or 
veteran status, as application. Direct inquiries to: City Hall, Human Resources, Room 109, 

508-799-1030, EEOAA@worcesterma.gov 

 
 
 

mailto:parks@worcesterma.gov
mailto:EEOAA@worcesterma.gov
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April 28, 2026 Attachment for Item # 15. to A

TO THE WORCESTER CITY COUNCIL

COUNCILORS:

I respectfully submit the attached communication relative to the review of eight

conceptual designs submitted by the University of Massachusetts Amherst, College of
Social& Behavioral Sciences, Department of Landscape Architecture and Regional

Planning( LARP) Studio V class on the Newton Hill at Elm Park Master Plan (Newton
Square Tennis and Basketball Court area), as received from Robert C. Antonelli Jr.,

Commissioner, and forwarded for the information of your Honorable Body.

The Department of Parks, Recreation, & Cemetery( DPRC) in partnership with the
University of Massachusetts Amherst, College of Social& Behavioral Sciences,
Department of LARP, the Parks and Recreation Commission, and the Urban Forestry

Tree Commission will be reviewing the conceptual designs for Newton Hill at Elm Park
Newton Square Tennis& Basketball Court area). This presentation will allow attendees

to review and identify the conceptual designs they prefer. The information from the
hearing will then be synthesized into a single preferred conceptual plan by Beals &
Thomas, Inc. for a future public hearing with the Parks and Recreation Commission and
it will be used to finalize a guidebook that will identify future improvements and
renovations to this park when funding becomes available.

The public hearing will take place at Cornerstone Bank, ego Park Ave., on Thursday,
May 7, 2026 at 6 p.m. I encourage and invite all to attend and participate in the
improvement of our city parks.

Respectfully submitted,

0CD
Eric D. Batista

City Manager

City of Worcester • 455 Main Street• Worcester, MA o1608- 1892
Office: 508- 799- 1175 • Fax: 508- 799- 1208 • WorcesterMa.gov



Department of Parks, Recreation,& Cemetery

Worcester

Robert C. Antonelli Jr., Commissioner

l he City of 5o Officer Manny Familia Way, Worcester, MA cn6og
PI 50$- 799- n90 F1 508- 799- rz93
parks@worcesterma.gov

To:      Eric D. Batista, City Manager
From: Robert C. Antonelli Jr., Commissioner

Date:  April28, 2026

Re:      Newton Hill at Elm Park( Newton Square Tennis & Basketball Court area) Master Plan

Review

The Department of Parks, Recreation, & Cemetery( DPRC) in partnership with the University
of Massachusetts Amherst, College of Social& Behavioral Sciences, Department of Landscape

Architecture and Regional Planning (LARP), the Parks and Recreation Commission, and the
Urban Forestry Tree Commission have scheduled the master plan review for Newton Hill at
Elm Park( Newton Square Tennis & Basketball Court area) and submits this information for

your review, schedule, and consideration and to forward to the City Council for their respective
schedules.

The DPRC will complete a review of eight conceptual designs submitted by the University of
Massachusetts Amherst, College of Social& Behavioral Sciences, Department of LARP Studio V

class on the Newton Hill at Elm Park Master Plan (Newton Square Tennis & Basketball Court

area). This presentation will allow neighbors, organizations, and users to review and identify
the conceptual designs ( or parts of a design) they prefer. This information will then be
synthesized into a single preferred conceptual plan by Beals & Thomas, Inc. for a future public
hearing with the Parks and Recreation Commission.

The final plan will assist the municipality in defining the future ofNewton Hill at Elm Park
Newton Square Tennis & Basketball Court area) by developing a plan that maximizes its full

potential. The plan will be designed to meet the needs, wants, and desires of the neighbors,

citizens, and organizations that currently use park facilities. This plan will become a
community-endorsed guidebook for Newton Hill at Elm Park( Newton Square Tennis &
Basketball Court area) that will include a synthesized plan for phased improvements.

Newton Hill at Elm Park( Newton Square Tennis & Basketball Court area):

LOCATION: Park View Room

Cornerstone Bank

230 Park Ave.

Worcester, MA o16O4

Former Fire Alarm& Telegraph Building

Department of Parks, Recreation,& Cemetery• 50 Officer Manny Familia Way, Worcester, MA cn605
PI 50$- 799- iigo F1 508- 799- 1293• w    . worcesterma.gov



DATE & TIME: Thursday, May 7, 2026, 6 p.m.

This meeting will be posted on the municipality's website and on social media accounts.
Invitations were sent to interested parties including property owners who live within i,000 feet
ofNewton Hill at Elm Park, neighborhood groups, and organizations that use the facility. We
look forward to working with the Parks& Recreation Commission, Urban Forestry Tree
Commission, neighbors, organizations, and users of Newton Hill at Elm Park( Newton Square

Tennis & Basketball Court area) to finalize this guidebook that will identify future
improvements and renovations to this park when funding becomes available. All are invited
and encouraged to attend.

Sincerely,

Robert C. Antonelli Jr.

Commissioner

Parks, Recreation, & Cemetery
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Department of Parks, Recreation, & Cemetery  
Parks & Recreation Division  
50 Officer Manny Familia Way, Worcester, MA 01605 
P| 508-799-1190 F| 508-799-1293 
parks@worcesterma.gov 
 
 
 
 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  
POLICY & PROCEDURE 

RELATIVE TO THE CONSUMPTION AND SALE OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN CITY PARKS 

 
 

I. Purpose 
 

To establish a policy related to the consumption and sale of alcoholic beverages in city parks as defined by 
Article 97 of M.G.L. 

 
II. Policy  

 
1. The consumption and sale of alcoholic beverages in city parks has been successful at Green Hill Golf Course 

and Worcester Common since April 2008.  
 

2. Based on this successful policy of over seventeen (17) years related to the consumption and sale of alcoholic 
beverages in city parks an expansion of the program to include Green Hill Park, Green Hill Golf Course, 
Worcester Common, Elm Park, Institute Park, and Cristoforo Columbo (East Park) is warranted.  
 

3. The consumption and sale of alcohol at the following city parks, (Green Hill Park, Green Hill Golf Course, 
Worcester Common, Elm Park, Institute Park, Cristoforo Columbo (East Park) only, will be permitted by the 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Cemetery for special and sporting events with an approved Special 
Events Permit Application, Sports Application, or Sports Tournament Application, and subject to all the 
conditions imposed by the License Commission.  

 
4. There shall be only one event with alcohol on any given day unless approved by the Commissioner of the 

Department of Parks, Recreation and Cemetery and the License Commission. 
 

5. This policy will be reviewed in the fall of 2027 for any needed adjustments/revisions or additions/ subtraction 
to the policy based on impacts to our neighborhoods and city departments. 

 
II. Procedure 

 
1. Applicants shall complete and submit a Special Events Permit Application to Cultural Development or a 

Sport Application(s)/ Sport Tournament Application(s) to the Department of Parks, Recreation & Cemetery 
for review and approval. 
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2. Applicants shall complete all required sections of the permit, as specified by the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Cemetery, by the designated submission deadline.  

 
3. Once an applicant has received tentative approval from the Department of Parks, Recreation & Cemetery an 

application for the consumption and sale of alcohol must be submitted to the License Commission ninety 
(90) days in advance of the event date (License Commission may waive this requirement). 

 
4. Applicants shall submit, attend a public meeting and receive approval from the License Commission to allow 

for the consumption and sale of alcoholic beverages at the specific park. 
 

5. Once approved by the License Commission, all required past due fees must be paid to the City of Worcester 
and the applicant agrees to pay the city for all current year’s fees within 30 days of the completion of the 
event. 

 
6. After approval by the License Commission, the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cemetery will give 

final approval for the Special Event, Sport and Sport Tournament. 
 

7. The Commissioner of the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery or their designee, is responsible 
for the implementation and ensuring this policy is followed.  

 
8. The Commissioner of the Department of Parks, Recreation & Cemetery shall have final approval of each 

request regarding use of a City park. 
 

9. This policy/procedure may be amended by a majority vote of the Parks and Recreation Commission.  
 
10. Applicants shall follow all the Rules & Regulations of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cemetery, 

Special Events Permit requirements, Sports or Sports Tournament Permit requirements and the License 
Commission requirements once approved. 

 
11. Applicants shall be required to attend a Parks and Recreation Commission meeting if issues/ problems occur 

regarding the consumption and sale of alcoholic beverages at an event approved through this policy. 
 
12. Applicants may be required to obtain future approvals for the consumption and sale of alcoholic beverages 

in city parks from the Parks and Recreation Commission as required. 
 
Alcoholic Beverages: Definitions can be found in Chapter 138, Section 1 of the Massachusetts General Laws.  To possess, 
sell or drink any alcoholic beverages while on, in, or upon any park, playground, or beach or other areas under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Parks, Recreation & Cemetery. Except in Green Hill Park, Green Hill Golf Course, 
Worcester Common, Elm Park, Institute Park, and Cristoforo Columbo (East Park), as approved by the City of Worcester 
License Commission with a special permit in addition to the approved Special Event, Sports or Sports Tournament 
Application from the Department of Parks, Recreation & Cemetery. 
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Parks and Recreation Commission Approved Record  
 

1. This policy replaces the current policy and procedure for permission to use or sell alcohol in city parks under 
the jurisdiction and management of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cemetery from April 3, 2008 
(approved 7-0), reviewed on February 16, 2012 (approved 5-0). 

2. This revised policy was reviewed by the Parks and Recreation Commission on April 16, 2026, approved 
with a vote of 5-0. 
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April 28, 2026 Attachment for Item # 15. 10 C

TO THE WORCESTER CITY COUNCIL

COUNCILORS:

I respectfully submit the attached communication relative to an update on changes to

the consumption and sale of alcoholic beverages in the municipal parks policy for
special and sporting events, as received from Robert C. Antonelli Jr., Commissioner,
Department of Parks, Recreation & Cemetery( DPRC), and forwarded for the
information of your Honorable Body.

Following the recommendation of my Administration, on April 16, 2026, the Parks and
Recreation Commission approved the consumption and sale of alcoholic beverages at

Green Hill Park, Elm Park, Institute Park, and Cristoforo Columbo( East Park). This

expands a 17-year-old policy that has allowed the consumption and sale of alcoholic
beverages on the Worcester Common for events and throughout Green Hill Golf Course

daily. The policy proved so successful that we felt both the municipality and the small
businesses and community groups participating in events could gain from the inclusion
of additional parks.

I appreciate the Commission' s decision and their recognition that this expansion will be

beneficial for the city both economically and socially. My Administration believes this
policy change will not only lead to new events, but also lead to the expansion of current
events, increased event attendance, new jobs opportunities, and increased support for

local businesses. It is one of many steps we have taken to support special events. Our
Executive Office of Economic Development has worked to simplify the permitting
process and eliminate fees, removing barriers to hosting events. My Administration will
continue to look for opportunities to encourage and support both existing and new
events in the city.

I appreciate the work of DPRC and the Parks and Recreation Commission on revising

the policy and look forward to its full implementation.

Respectfully submitted,

City of Worcester • 455 Main Street• Worcester, MA o16O8- 1892
Office: 508- 799- 1175 • Fax: 508- 799- 1208 • WorcesterMa.gov



Eric D. Batista

City Manager



Department of Parks, Recreation,& Cemetery

Worcester

Robert C. Antonelli Jr., Commissioner

l he City of 5o Officer Manny Familia Way, Worcester, MA cn6og
PI 50$- 799- n90 F1 508- 799- rz93
parks@worcesterma.gov

To:      Eric D. Batista, City Manager
From: Robert C. Antonelli Jr., Commissioner

Date:  April28, 2026

Re:      Update on Alcohol in Parks

The Department of Parks, Recreation, & Cemetery( DPRC) is pleased to announce that the
Parks and Recreation Commission has approved changes to the consumption and sale of

alcoholic beverages in municipal parks for special and sporting events, which is sent for your
review to forward to the City Council.

The Parks and Recreation Commission approved the revised policy on Thursday, April 16,
2026, at a regularly scheduled Commission meeting. The new policy has approved the
expansion of the program to now include the following park facilities: Green Hill Park, Elm
Park, Institute Park, and Cristoforo Columbo( East Park). It also continues to allow the

consumption and sale of alcoholic beverages at Worcester Common ( events only) and
throughout Green Hill Golf Course daily( not event- driven). In addition, the Parks and
Recreation Commission has made the following adjustments to the process:

i)   Applicants will no longer be required to attend a Parks and Recreation Commission

meeting to receive approval.

2)   Applicants must submit a request/ application ninety( 90) days in advance of the event
date to the License Commission upon receiving tentative approval from DPRC.

3)   Applicants must meet all License Commission requirements.

4)   Applicants must pay all past due fees to the City of Worcester, upon approval of the
request/ application from License Commission.

5)   Applicants agree to pay all current year' s fees within thirty( 30) days of the completion
of the event.

6)   Applicants shall follow all the rules and regulations of the DPRC and all other

municipal departments.

7)   All DPRC approvals shall be administered by the Commissioner of DPRC.
8)   Applicants shall be required to attend a Parks and Recreation Commission meeting if

issues/ problems occur regarding the consumption and sale of alcoholic beverages at
an event approved through this policy.

9)   Applicants may be required to obtain future approvals for the consumption and sale of
alcoholic beverages in city parks from the Parks and Recreation Commission as
required.

Department of Parks, Recreation,& Cemetery• 50 Officer Manny Familia Way, Worcester, MA cn605
PI 50$- 799- n90 F1 508- 799- 1293• w    . worcesterma.gov



io) This policy will be reviewed in the fall of 2027 for any needed adjustments/ revisions or

additions/ subtractions based on impacts to our neighborhoods and city departments.

This policy change will now allow other events that have historically been held outside of
Worcester Common to expand their offerings and include alcoholic beverages. It opens

permitted applicants' new facilities that may have different amenities for their programs and
reduces the reliance on the Worcester Common for all events that offer alcohol.

Please review and advise if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

Robert C. Antonelli Jr.

Commissioner

Parks, Recreation, & Cemetery



Mosquito Bites!

For more information visit:
www.mass.gov/MosquitoesAndTicks

Massachusetts Department of Public Health

Bureau of Infectious Disease, Division of Epidemiology and Immunization

Mosquitoes are out! But there are simple steps you can take to 
help prevent mosquito bites and the diseases they can cause. 

EPA approved repellents contain DEET, permethrin, 
picaridin  IR3535 or oil of lemon eucalyptus to protect 
against mosquitoes. Always follow the directions on 
the label.

When weather permits, long sleeves and pants 
can help protect children when they go outside. 

If a child will be outdoors at a school or camp, send 
repellent with them so someone can help them 
reapply during the day, as needed. 

TM3941

Be aware of peak mosquito hours. 
The hours from dusk to dawn are peak biting times for many The hours from dusk to dawn are peak biting times for many 
species of mosquitoes. If you notice mosquitoes are biting, reapply species of mosquitoes. If you notice mosquitoes are biting, reapply 
repellent, or think about going inside. repellent, or think about going inside. 

Always apply an EPA approved mosquito 
repellent to children before they go outside.  
•	•	 To apply, put some on your hands first, and then apply it to To apply, put some on your hands first, and then apply it to 

the child’s arms, legs, neck and face. Be sure not to put any the child’s arms, legs, neck and face. Be sure not to put any 
repellent on their hands. repellent on their hands. 

•	•	 Don’t apply any repellant underneath their clothing or facemasks. Don’t apply any repellant underneath their clothing or facemasks. 

•	•	 Try to avoid getting repellent on any cuts or irritated skin.Try to avoid getting repellent on any cuts or irritated skin.

Protect children from



The City of Worcester does not discriminate on the basis of disability.  The Department of Parks, Recreation 
& Cemetery (DPRC) will provide auxiliary aids and services, written materials in alternative formats, and 
reasonable  modifications in policies and procedures to persons with disabilities upon advance request.  
Please contact DPRC at parks@worcesterma.gov or phone (508) 799-1190 or  the City ADA Coordinator at 
accessibility@worcesterma.gov.  In  the event of severe weather , any cancellations  will be posted on 
www.worcesterma.gov/city-clerk/public-meetings. 

If you choose to use the Microsoft Teams 
platform, you would: 
1. go to www.teams.com 
2. Enter meeting ID: 252 764 816 012 33 
3. Enter passcode:   wJ7WZ3y9 
 
If you choose to attend via phone: 
1. Call 1 - 469 - 998 - 7682   
2. Enter meeting ID#:  893135021# 
 
*** This is scheduled for discussion as the 
       FIRST Item on the meeting agenda.

Place:   Parks & Recreation Commission 
 Meeting  - Room A*** 
              50 Officer  Manny  Familia Way 
              Worcester, MA 01605 

Topics to include: The continued discussion of the existing conditions, uses, history and 
site constraints of this facility.  Followed by the presentation of ideas and plans (based on 
the first public hearing comments) developed to meet the needs, wants and desires of the 
neighbors, citizens and organizations that currently use the facility.  The hearing will    
conclude with a public question and comment forum.  All presented information and 
subsequent public comments will be synthesized to develop a Master Plan, to guide   
future community and neighborhood endorsed improvements. 

PUBLIC MEETING INVITATION NO. 2 
WORCESTER COMMON MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

The City of Worcester does not discriminate on the basis of disability.  The Department of Parks, Recreation 
& Cemetery (DPRC) will provide auxiliary aids and services, written materials in alternative formats, and 
reasonable  modifications in policies and procedures to persons with disabilities upon advance request.  
Please contact DPRC at parks@worcesterma.gov or phone (508) 799-1190 or  the City ADA Coordinator at 
accessibility@worcesterma.gov.  In  the event of severe weather , any cancellations  will be posted on 
www.worcesterma.gov/city-clerk/public-meetings. 

If you choose to use the Microsoft Teams 
platform, you would: 
1. go to www.teams.com 
2. Enter meeting ID: 252 764 816 012 33 
3. Enter passcode:   wJ7WZ3y9 
 
If you choose to attend via phone: 
1. Call 1 - 469 - 998 - 7682   
2. Enter meeting ID#:  893135021# 
 
*** This is scheduled for discussion as the 
       FIRST Item on the meeting agenda.

Place:   Parks & Recreation Commission 
 Meeting  - Room A*** 
              50 Officer  Manny  Familia Way 
              Worcester, MA 01605 

Topics to include: The continued discussion of the existing conditions, uses, history and 
site constraints of this facility.  Followed by the presentation of ideas and plans (based on 
the first public hearing comments) developed to meet the needs, wants and desires of the 
neighbors, citizens and organizations that currently use the facility.  The hearing will    
conclude with a public question and comment forum.  All presented information and 
subsequent public comments will be synthesized to develop a Master Plan, to guide   
future community and neighborhood endorsed improvements. 

PUBLIC MEETING INVITATION NO. 2 
WORCESTER COMMON MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

The City of Worcester does not discriminate on the basis of disability.  The Department of Parks, Recreation 
& Cemetery (DPRC) will provide auxiliary aids and services, written materials in alternative formats, and 
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If you choose to attend via phone: 
1. Call 1 - 469 - 998 - 7682   
2. Enter meeting ID#:  893135021# 
 
*** This is scheduled for discussion as the 
       FIRST Item on the meeting agenda.
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Robert C. Antonelli Jr.  
Commissioner, Parks Department 
50 Officer Manny Familia Way  
Worcester, MA 01605  

Dear Commissioner Antonelli, 

Please accept this letter in strong support of renaming the Greenwood Basketball Court in Greenwood 
Park to include the name “Nancy Mayer Bates.” 

Nancy is a proud graduate of South High School. In her senior year in 1982, she became a First Team All-
American while playing for legendary coach Jack “They Shot” Foley. Her accomplishments brought 
tremendous pride to our community and set a powerful example for future generations of student-athletes. 

Nancy went on to have an extraordinary collegiate career at the University of Virginia, where she served 
as a two-time team captain, earned All-ACC honors each season from 1983 to 1986, and established 
herself as one of the program’s all-time greats. In 2011, at the ACC Tournament, she was officially 
honored as an ACC All-Time Basketball Legend, a fitting tribute to her lasting impact on the game. 

After graduating, Nancy returned to her beloved hometown of Worcester and dedicated 30 years to public 
education, including service at North High School. It is important that we honor Nancy not only as an 
All-American basketball player, but also as a devoted educator, advocate, and inspiration to the young 
people of Worcester. 

Renaming the court in her honor would provide lasting inspiration to all young people, especially young 
women in athletics; and would recognize a lifetime of achievement, leadership, and service to our 
community. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 

Khrystian E. King 
Vice Chairman / Councilor At-Large 
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TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WORCESTER:

The undersigned person(s) most respectfully petitions your Honorable Board:

Request the Greenwood Park Basketball Court be renamed the Nancy Mayer Bates ' 82
Basketball Court.

Mayor Joseph M. Petty and Councilor Khrystian E. King
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CITY OF WORCESTER

Recognizing Women' s History Month, the Legacy of Title IX, the Growth of
Women' s Sports, and Honoring Nancy Mayer Bates

WHEREAS:  The Worcester City Council recognizes the month of March as Women' s
History Month,  a time to celebrate the achievements,  leadership,  and
contributions of women who have shaped communities across the nation

and here in the City of Worcester; and

WHEREAS:  The Council also recognizes the lasting impact of Title IN of the
Education Amendments of 1972, which expanded equal opportunity in
education and athletics and opened doors for generations of girls and

women to participate, compete, and lead; and

WHEREAS:  Since the passage of Title IN, participation by girls and women in athletics
and academics has grown dramatically. Participation in sports continues to
strengthen physical health, academic success, confidence, and leadership
development for girls and young women; and

WHEREAS:  Women' s sports are experiencing historic growth in visibility and
popularity, with professional leagues such as the WNBA reaching record
levels of viewership and attendance and the NCAA Women' s Basketball
Tournament, widely known as March Madness, inspiring millions of fans
across the country; and

WHEREAS:  School athletics,  community sports programs,  and neighborhood parks
continue to provide young people opportunities to build character, develop
leadership skills, and strengthen community connections; and

WHEREAS:  The Council proudly recognizes Nancy Mayer Bates,  a South High
Community School alumna and former member of the South High girls
basketball program,  whose achievements reflect the strong legacy of
women athletes within Worcester Public Schools; and

WHEREAS:  The Council also acknowledges the historic rise of the South High girls

basketball program under Coach Diago McClain,  whose leadership
continues to inspire young athletes across the city; and

WHEREAS:  Nancy Mayer Bates is further recognized for her leadership, community
service, and commitment to expanding opportunities for young people in
Worcester; and

WHEREAS:  In honoring Nancy Mayer Bates and recognizing the legacy of Title IX,
the City of Worcester celebrates the progress made by women in athletics
while affirming its commitment to ensuring that future generations of girls
and young women have the opportunity to lead, compete, and thrive.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

That the City Council of the City of Worcester does hereby express its supportfor
the designation of the basketball court at Greenwood Park in honor of Nancy
Mayer Bates, creating a lasting tribute that will inspire future generations of
athletes and community leaders.

Introduced in City Council by Councilor Khrystian E. King
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 MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Robert C. Antonelli, Jr., Commissioner 
FROM: Kobe Boaten, Assistant City Solicitor; Alexandra H. Kalkounis, City Solicitor  
DATE: April 16, 2026 
RE: Parks Land in the City 
 
You’ve asked for an opinion related to the status and protections of certain public park land in the 
city of Worcester (“City”). We have reviewed the documents submitted by you in addition to other 
relevant documents and affirm the legal status, historical protections, and procedural 
compliance associated with designated public park land within the City. The purpose is to 
establish a clear and complete record demonstrating that applicable statutory requirements, 
historical authorizations, and trust obligations remain in effect and that various municipal actions 
that have been taken over the years relating to such lands have been undertaken in accordance 
with the law. 
 
Statutory and Historical Protections 
Chapter 154 of the Acts of 1882, as adopted by Worcester voters on November 4, 1884, remains 
in full legal force and effect and authorizes the City to lay out public parks, create a parks 
commission, and take land for parks purposes. (See Attachments A-1 and A-2.) City Document 
No. 39 reflects, attached hereto in Attachment A-2,  the City’s vote accepting Chapter 154. The 
Act continues to govern and protect designated public park lands, the parks commission and the 
process by which the commission operates, in accordance with its terms. No subsequent 
legislative repeal or superseding action alters its applicability. 
 
Status of Elm Park 
Elm Park, encompassing approximately 87 acres, retains its legal designation and protection as 
public park land. The Newton Hill addition, consisting of approximately 60 acres was acquired in 
1888 through a publicly approved park loan, and is lawfully incorporated into Elm Park. 
(See Attachment B). The 1888 City Document No. 43, attached in Attachment B, reflects the 
Worcester City Council vote authorizing funds for the purchase and improvement of park land, 
including Newton Hill, for an estimated cost of $42,276.00. This action authorized the acquisition 
and incorporation of Newton Hill into the park system under the jurisdiction of the Board of Park 
Commissioners. 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 121 of the Acts of 1960 and Judicial Decree 
By Special Act, enacted in Chapter 121 of the Acts of 1960, Worcester was authorized to use 
certain park land for school purposes (the “Act”).  This Act remains in effect. All actions taken 
pursuant to this Act were in accordance with the law, were approved by the Board of Parks 
Commissioners and the Worcester City Council. (See Attachments C-1 and C-2.) The record 
includes a 1961 judicial decree issued by Justice Spalding of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
reflected in Attachment C-1, authorizing the use of approximately 20 acres of park land for school 
purposes. The decree reflects proper judicial authorization following legislative enactment.  
 
Attachment C-2 from 1960 specifies the area for the now Doherty Memorial High School and  
authorized the City to partition that portion of Newton Hill Park, as described: 
 
“…bounded on the north by Highland street, on the south by Pleasant Street, on the east by Park 
avenue and on the west by Newton square…” 
 
Elm Park Conveyance Authorization 
By special act, enacted in Chapter 203 of the Acts of 2012 and entitled “An Act Authorizing the 
Conveyance, Lease and Change of Use of Certain Park Lands in the City of Worcester,” the City 
was authorized to convey by sale the former fire alarm building located within Elm Park and to 
lease up to 3.0 acres of surrounding land associated with Spencer Savings Bank. (See Attachment 
C-3.) This legislation constitutes specific legislative authorization for the identified conveyance 
and lease. 
 
Land Transfer and Surplus Transactions 
The transfer of land associated with Doherty Memorial High School was conducted in compliance 
with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 15A. The land was formally treated as 
surplus for the purpose originally held and the transfer between municipal departments was 
authorized through established municipal procedures and approvals, including City Council 
approval. The record reflects compliance with statutory requirements governing municipal land 
disposition. 
 
Park Trust Fund 
The William A. Richardson Park Fund, Probate Index No. 36369, attached hereto, remains subject 
to its governing terms and is administered in accordance with applicable fiduciary and legal 
requirements. The fund is available for its intended purposes, and disbursements are made by 
authorized parties consistent with the terms of the trust. 
 
Wetherell Park Authorization 
Wetherell Park, also known as Duffy Field, approximately 5.61 acres of park land held by the City 
was the subject of legislative authorization under Chapter 319 of the Acts of 1967. (See 
Attachment D). The Special Act authorized the City to sell or lease a portion of park land to WNEB, 
Inc. for the placement of a broadcast tower. The tower is no longer located on the premises.  
 
Chandler Hill Park Authorization 



By special act in 1962, the City was authorized to use certain park land (Chandler Hill Park) for 
school sites or other public purposes. (See Attachment E). The Act authorized the use of 
approximately six acres of land within Chandler Hill Park for such purposes. 
 
 
Worcester Technical High School and Green Hill Park Authorization 
The development of Worcester Technical High School on land associated with Green Hill Park 
was authorized by special legislation pursuant to Chapter 100 of the Acts of 1999, as amended by 
Chapter 141 of the Acts of 2002. (See Attachment F). The City issued the necessary orders 
authorizing the transfer and use of the land for vocational school purposes in accordance with the 
enabling legislation. 
 
Conclusion 
The record establishes that the City’s management, protection, and disposition of public park 
land has been conducted in accordance with applicable statutes, legislative authorizations, and 
trust obligations. The attached materials document the legal authority supporting each action and 
confirm the City’s compliance with governing law, acting  through the City Council, Parks 
Commission and City Manager. 
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sand dollars, and may employ the convicts in said house of
correction so far as their labor may be used to advantage.

Secrion 2. In altering, improving and repairing said

house of correction, said cominissioners shall not be re-

quired to let out by contract the labor on said buildings,
nor advertise for proposals therefor, as provided in section

twenty-two of chapter twenty-two of the Public Statutes.
Szction 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 13, 1882.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING TOWNS AND CITIES TO LAY OUT PUBLIC

PARKS WITHIN THRIR LISTS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Any town in this Commonwealth which

accepts the provisions of this act in the manner hereinafter

prescribed may, at a legal meeting called for the purpose,
elect three competent persons who shall constitute a‘ board

of park commissioners for such town, and may prescribe
their terms of office; and the mayor of any city whichin

such manner accepts said provisions may, with the approval
of the city council, as soon as may be after such acceptance,
appoint five competent persons who shall constitute a board
of park commissioners for such city, and who shall hold

their offices until the expiration of terms of one, two,
three, four and five years respectively, from the first Mon-

day in May next following such appointment; and the

mayor shall, before the first Monday in May in each year
thereafter, with like approva) appoint one such commis-

sioner to continue in office for five years from the expira-
tion of the term of the commissioner then next outgoing.
No person shall be such commissioner who is at the same

time a selectman, or other officer of such town, or a mem:

ber of the city council, clerk or treasurer of such city;
and any such commissioner may be removed by a vote of

two-thirds of the legal voters of such town, at a legal town

meeting called for the purpose, or by a concurrent vote of

two-thirds of the whole of each branch of such city council.

Section 2. Any vacancy occurring in such board shall

be filled for the residue of the term of the commissioner

whose place is to be filled in the manner in which such

commissioner was originally appointed. Such commis-

sioncrs shall serve without compensation.
Section 38. Such boards of park commissioners shall

have power to locate within the limits of their respective
towns or cities a public park or parks, and for that pur.

pose from time to time to take in fee by purchase, gift,

Not required to

have labor done

by contract.
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devise or otherwise, any and all such lands as they may
deem desirable therefor, or to take bouds for the convey-
ance thereof to their respective towns or cities; to lay out

and improve any such park or parks; to make rules for

the nse and government thereof, and for breaches of such

rles to affix penalties not exceeding twenty dollars for

one offence, to be imposed hy any court of competent
jurisdiction; to appoint all necessary engineers, surveyors,
clerks and other officers, including a polive force to act in

such parks; to define the powers and duties of such officers

and fix the amount of their compensation; and generally
to do all acts needful for the proper execution of the

powers and duties granted to or imposed upon such town

or city or upon suchboards by this act: provided, however,
that no land shall be taken,orany other thing involving
an expenditure of money be done under this act until an

appropriation sufficient to cover the estimated expense
thereof shall in a town have been made by 2 vote of two-

thirds of the legal voters present and voting in a legal
town meeting called for the purpose, or in a city bya vote
of two-thirdsof cach branch of the city council; and such

expenditures shall in no case exceed the appropriations
mide therefor, and all contracts made for expenditures
beyond the amount of such appropriations shall be void;
provided, ,further, that in a town no taking of land other-
wise than by purchase shall be valid unless such takingis

reported to the town, filed, accepted and allowed, as pro-
vided by section seventy-one of chapter forty-nine of the

Public Statutesin the ease of laying ont town ways,
Section 4. Such board shail, within sixty days after

the taking of any land under this act, file and cause to be

recorded in the registry of deeds for the county or district
in which anyland so taken is situated a description thereof

sufficiently accurate for identifying the same.

Sxcrion 5. Such boards ‘shall respectively estimate

and determine all damages sustained by any person by the

taking of land or by other acts of such boards in the exe-

cution of the powers vested in them respectively by this

act; buta person aggrieved hy any such determination of

the board may haveThis damages assessed by 4 jury of the

superior court in the same manner as is provided by

with respect to damage
i

out of wavs, If upon tr

the award, the party iu whose favor the ay ard was inade
shall reeover his es

costs shall be taxed as in civil cases.
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Sectiox 6 The fee of any land taken or purchased F

113

‘ee of land to

e vested !n city
by such boards in any town or city for a park under this or tows,

act shall vest in the town or city in which such park is

laid out; and such town or city shall be liable to pay all

damages assessed or determined, as provided in the pre-

ceding section, and all other costs and expenses incurred

by its board of park commissioners in the execution of the

powers vested in such hoard by this act. Any town or

city shall also be authorized to take and hold in trust or

otherwise any devise, graut, gift or bequest that may be

made for the purpose of laying out, improving or orna-

menting any park or parks therein.

Section 7. The boards of park commissioners in their Assesamente

respective towns and cities shall have the same authority
to determine the value of, and assess upon real estate the

amount of, betterments accruing to said real estate by the

locating and laying out of a park or parks under this act

that is conferred by chapter fifts-one of the Public Statutes

upon boards of city or town officers authorized to lay out

streets or ways; and the provisions of the first eight sec-

tions of said chapter relating to ways. shall apply to such

assessments by boards of park commissioners in respect to

the location and laying out of parks as aforesaid: provided,
however. that no assessment shall be laid upon any real

estate except such as abuts upon the park from the laying
out of which the betterment accrues, or upon a street or

way bounded by such park.

for betterments.

EcTion 8. Any town or city in which a public park May rate

> . ci . . modes eubject
is laid out under this act may raise, appropriate and expend to taw limitlog

such sums of money as may be deemed best for the pur- fnucbidiness
chase and improvement of such park ov parks, subject
to the laws of this Commonwealth limiting municipal
indebtedness.

Qe 9. “For the purpose of defraying the expenses
* Publle Park

incurred under the provisions of this act, the city council

of any city shall have authority to issue from time to time,
and to an amount not exceeding the sum actually expended
for the purchase or taking of lands for a park or parks,
bonds or certificates of debt, to be denominated on the

face thereof the “ Public Park Loan,” and to bear interest

at such rates and to be payable at such times as said city
council may determine. Tor the redemption of such loan

such city council shall establish a sinking fund sufficient,
with the accumulating interest, to provide for the payment
of such loan at maturity. All amounts received for better-

ments shall be paid into such sinking Fund until such fund

ts)

Loan.’ 
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shall amount to a sum sufficient with its accumulations to

pay at maturity the bonds for the security of which the

fund was established.

W. All lands taken or held under this act

shall be forever kept open and maintained as a public
park or parks. No building covering more than six hun-

dred square feet shall be placed or allowed to remain on

any such park; and no street or way, and no steam or

horse railroad, shall be laid out over any portion of a park
located under this act, except at such places and in such

manner as the board of park commissioners shall approve.
Section 11. No military encampment, parade, drill,

review or other military evolution or exercise shall be held

or performed on any park laid out as aforesaid except with

the consent of such board, nor shall any military body
without such consent cnter or move in military order

within such park, except in case of riot, insurrection, re-

bellion or war.

Section 12, All xuch boards of park commissioners

shall make reports of their respective doings, including
detailed statements of all receipts, expenditures and lia-

bilities for the preceding year; such reports to be made

in towns at the annual town meetings, and at such other

times as the town may direct, and in cities to the city
council annually in the month of December.

Weems i. ‘This act shall not take full effect in any
town or city unless accepted by a majority of the legal
voters of such town or city present and voting thereon by
ballot and using the check list, at a meeting or meetings
notice whereof las heen duly given at least scven days
beforehand. Such ballots shall be “yes” or “no” in

answer to the question, * Shall an act passed Ly the legis-
lature of the Commonwealth in the year eighteen hundred
and cighty-two, entitled ‘An Act authorizing towns and

cities to lay out public parks within their limits,’ be ac-

cepted?" [ua town such mectings shall be called and

notified in the manner in which mectings for the election

of town officers are called and notified; and in a city mect-

ings ta act thereon shall Le held at one time in the usual

voting places of the city, on such days as shallhe designated
by the board of aldermen at any reenlar meeting. and shalt

be called and notilied by the board of aldermen in the

manner in which meetings for the election of uunicipal
oflivers are ealled and notified. ‘Phe ballots cast shall be

assorted, counted, and public declaration made thereof in

open town or ward meeting. and the number of ballets
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respectively cast shall be registered in the town or ward

records as the case may be. ‘Lhe clerk of each ward in a

city shall, within forty-eight hours of the close of the polls,
make return to the board of aldermen of the muuber of

ballots cast in his ward in favor of the acceptance of this

net and of the number cast against its acceptance. ‘The
selectmen and town clerk of a town and the board of alder-
men of a city in which such meeting or meetings are held

shall certify, as soon as may be thereafter, to the sceretary
of the Commonwealth, the whole number of ballots cast

in favor of the acccptance of this act, and the whole num-

ber cust against its acceptance ; and if it shall appear that

a majority of the ballots have been cast in favor of accept-
ance, the said secretary shall immediately issue and publish
his certificate declaring this act to have been dnly accepted
by such town or city.

Sectrox 14. No second oieeting for the purpose of

voting upon the question of accepting this act shall be

called within twelve months from the first, unless the
first meeting shall lave failed through illegality or irregu-
larity in the proceedings.

Section 15. ‘This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved april 18, 1882.

AN ACr TO AUTHORIZE THE CITIES OF BOSTON AND CAMBRIDGE

TO CONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN A BRIDGE OVER CHARLES RIVER.

Beit enacted, etc., as follows :

Section 1. The cities of Boston and Cambridge are

authorized to construct a bridge and avenue across Charles

River, from a point on Beacon Street in Boston, to a point
in Cambridge west of the westerly line of the Boston and

Albany Railroad. The location of said bridge and avenue

shall be determined by the city councils of said cities act-

ing separately, subject to the approval of the board of

harbor and land commissioners so far as it affects the har-

bor, and subject moreover to the limitation that the line
thereof shall not be north-cast of a line drawn from the

junction of Beacon Street and West Chester Park in Ios-

ton, to the junction of the harbor line with rant Streer,

extended, in Cambridge, nor south-west of a line drawn

from the junction of Beacon Street, Brookline Avenue

and Brighton Avenue in Boston, to the junction of the

Boston and Albany Railroad with Putnam Avenue, ex-

tended, in Cambridge. Said bridge shall have a draw
with a clear opening of at least thirty-eight feet in width

for the passage of vessels.
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(Annual Report for 1888)

Acts ofthe City Council

CITY OF WORCESTER

In City Council, May 7, 1888

Ordered: That for the purpose of defraying the expense of purchasing or taking land for, and

constructing and improving such public parks as may be laid out by the board of Park’

Commissioners, viz.—for the extension of Crystal Park, estimated expense thereofseventy-three
thousand six hundred fifteen thirty-eight one hundredths dollars ($73,615.38), for land on the east

side of Quinsigamond Avenue, belonging to the heirs of George Crompton, expense thereof

estimated at forty-four thousandthree hundred fifty fifty-six one hundredths dollars ($44,350.56),-
=for-improving land on the north side ofShrewsbury Street, referred to in chapter429 ofthe Acts

of the Legislature of 1887, two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00),—for the purchise of

Newton Hill, so called, estimated expense thereof, forty-two thousand two himdred seventy-six
dollars ($42,276.00),—-for-tand-at Adams Square, or any other suitable landin that vicinity,
estimated expense twenty-four thousand five hundred thirty-eight dollars ($24,538.00), the city
treasurer, under the direction of the joint standing committee on finance, be and he is hereby
authorized and directed to barrow the sum oftwo hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00) and to

issure therefore the notes, bonds, or certificates of indebtedaess ofthe city, payable in fifty years

from April 1, A-D., 1888, and bearing interest at the rate of four percent.per annum, payable semi-

annually on the first days ofApril and October in each year until due.

Ordered:...Thatthe city treasurer be and he is hereby authorizedto negotiate and sell said notes,
bonds, or certificates ofindebtedness upon such termsas the joint standing committee on finance

maydirect,and that sum receivedfor the same to the amount of two hundred thousand dollars
($200,000) be and the same is hereby appropriated for the purposes aforesaid.

Ordered:...Tbat there be and there is hereby established a sinking fund for paying said

indebtedness.....

(continues to page 363) 



 



EELEAL PECR ER

Tate canes oe Sn trey Satestine taste Te pts court,
wpoe coasideration thereef/it is ortered, edjaigedead dubreed

thet the Gity of Yoroveterte and is beredy autisrised te we
‘toranty acres of park land knownse Bewtes Hill in the Cityof
Worceater as delinested en the attacked plan entitied> *LAkt

ACQUIRED BY CITY OF WORCESTER FOR SCHOOL PUREOSES, ESWTOF MILL.*

Gated Petrusry 1681 end apectfically Cescrited in a description

mttmnched berate entitled “Laud ACQUIRED SY CITY oF WRGISTER FoR

SCHOOL PURPOSES RENTON AILL®.

ang the City of Wereester etell further epuse & copy of
this Decree and the attached plaa sud descriptica to be recarded

in the Foresster District Registry of Deeds within sixty days oF

the ¢ot of this Deerve.

fy the aon (Spalding, 3.)

Lol, reeter. ds Dahape irs
A true copy,

Avtvent: A,heatMoy
March 8, 1961 Clerk 



 



EXHIBIT |

http://archives.lib.state.ma.us/actsResolves/1960/1960acts0121 pdf

ACTS OF 1960

Chap. 121, AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF WORCESTER TO USE CERTAIN

PARK LAND FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

SECTION 1. The city of "Worcester is hereby authorized to use for school purposes any part or

parts of certain land in said city known as Newton Hill and bounded on the north by Highland
street, on the south by Pleasant street, on the east by Park avenue and on the west by Newton

square, and presently held by said city for park purposes; provided, that the board of park
commissioners of said city shall, by vote at a regular or special meeting of said board, assent to

such use, and, provided further, that said use is authorized by a vote of a majority of all the

members of the city council of said city; and provided, further, that said use is further authorized

by decree ofthe supreme judicial court.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved February 29, {960 



 



2012 CHAPTER 203

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE, LEASE AND CHANGE OF USE OF

CERTAIN PARK LANDS IN THE CITY OF WORCESTER.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose,

which is to authorize forthwith the conveyance, lease and change of use of

certain park lands in the city of Worcester, therefore it is hereby declared to be

an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court

assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows:

SECTION 1. The city of Worcester may convey by sale the former fire alarm

building located within Elm park at 230 Park avenue, and may lease up to 3.0

acres of land surrounding the building to Spencer Savings Bank, or its sole

designee, for the purpose of renovating the building in its current footprint and

structure, and any additions and supporting spaces due to the grade
characteristic requirements of the architectural access board and the Americans

With Disabilities’ Act, to historic preservation standards acceptable to the city

manager for use asa retail branch of the bank and for the construction of an

independent structure for a remote teller and automated teller machine; provided,

however, that these structures shall be renovated or constructed in conformance

with historic preservation standards acceptable to the city manager for use as a

retail branch of the bank. The city of Worcester constructed and maintained the

6,735 square foot fire alarm station building in Elm Park along Park avenue near

the Elm street intersection under the authority of chapter 574 of the acts of 1914,

and such building is on the National Register of Historic Places. The building, as

renovated, shall house a community meeting room to be managed by
Preservation Worcester, a nonprofit collaboration organized for the preservation

of historic buildings and places within the city of Worcester. The community

meeting room and related amenities shall consist of at least 51 per cent of the

entire first floor of the building. The 3.0 acre lease shall include at least 6 spaces

dedicated for the sole purpose of parking for Elm Park users and the community
room and the remaining parking spaces shall be available to users of Elm Park

and the community room after bank hours.

The lease to the bank shall be for an initial term of 70 years, with the option for 3,

10-year extensions to be exercised at the option of the bank no sooner than 5

years prior to expiration of the original or any extended term of the lease. Such

 



lease shall include the following conditions: (i) that the property shall revert to

park land should the building ever be demolished; and (ii) that the authority

granted by this act shall expire and the lease shall terminate unless renovations

to the building are commenced within 3 years from the effective date of this act

and constructed to a conclusion within a commercially reasonable time

thereafter. Such lease shall further provide that, in the event that the bank shall

cease operations in the building for any 12 consecutive months, the lease shall

terminate and the property shall revert to park land without any further action by
the city, the city council or the general court; provided, however, that the city shall

file a notice of lease termination and reversion to park land and such notice shall

be recorded in the Worcester district registry of deeds.

In the event that Preservation Worcester shall cease to operate or exist, the bank

shall attempt to find another not-for-profit acceptable to the city with a mission of

parks, open space, recreation and preservation to use and manage the

community room for the remainder of the lease term. A conveyance under this

section shall be subject to paragraphs (a), (b) and (g) of section 16 of chapter
30B of the General Laws.

SECTION 2. The city of Worcester may enter into leases for the construction and

use of communications technology on an area of land containing approximately
2,500 square feet within Elm Park located at the summit of Newton Hill. The city

may, in conjunction with such leases, also grant any necessary utility easements

through Elm Park to Newton Hill to support such use. The summit on Newton Hill

shall continue to be the historic location of a certain flag pole. The income from

the leases authorized in this section shall be dedicated to the management and

improvement of Elm Park.

SECTION 3. In consideration of the conveyance and leases set forth in sections

1 and 2, and in recognition that Doherty high school is located within Elm Park

under the authority granted by chapter 121 of the acts of 1960, the city of

Worcester hereby declares that should the city and the Worcester public schools

determine that such property is no longer needed for Worcester public schools

purposes, the authority granted by said chapter 121 shall expire and the land

previously transferred from park land to school land shall revert to park land upon

said determination.

SECTION 4. Notwithstanding chapter 267 of the acts of 1950, the city of

Worcester may change the use of an additional portion of Green Hill Park

containing approximately 36,060 square feet, adjacent to the 34,550 square foot

 



area dedicated to water supply purposes under said chapter 267, for the

maintenance of 2 water supply system tanks and the installation and

maintenance of public safety and emergency communications towers, stations

and facilities; provided, however, that the city may grant any necessary

easements and leases to construct and support such telecommunications

technology in, around, to and from the current water supply system tanks, mains

and public safety radio transmission towers.

SECTION 5. In conjunction with the reconstruction of Belmont street, the city of

Worcester may construct a new bus stop shelter on such portion of Green Hill

park that abuts Belmont street near the intersection of Skyline drive. The city
shall grant a temporary easement of approximately 1,545 square feet within

Green Hill Park to allow for the construction of the bus stop shelter and a

permanent easement of approximately 1,272 square feet within the park for

public use of the shelter upon its completion. The city shall place such bus

shelter under the care, custody and control of the city commissioner of public
works and parks for street purposes.

SECTION 6. In consideration for and as a condition of the conveyances, changes
of use and leases authorized in sections 1, 2, 4 and 5, the city of Worcester,

individually or together with the Greater Worcester Land Trust, shall record a

permanent conservation restriction meeting the requirements of sections 32 and

33 of chapter 184 of the General Laws over approximately 4.6 acres of land

along Plantation parkway and adjacent to Green Hill Park currently owned by the

commonwealth under the care and control of the University of Massachusetts

and formerly of the Worcester Business Development Corporation and being a

triangle in the westernmost section of Worcester assessor's Parcel 57-004-00A-2

and described in a plan on file with the city of Worcester department of public
works and parks, and in furtherance of the purposes of this provision, the

University of Massachusetts, any of its entities, and any other state department,

agency or entity involved, shall have any authority under this act which is

necessary and proper to approve and grant such permanent conservation

restriction over the property described in this section.

SECTION 7. The city of Worcester shall prepare and record in the Worcester

district registry of deeds the plans of land describing the precise boundaries of

the parcels of land altered pursuant to this act.

Approved, August 3, 2012. 





178 Acrs, 1967. — Cuap. 319.

Beginning at a point in the southerly line of West Street two hundred
and twenty-eight and twenty-five one-hundredths (228.25) feet south-

easterly from and at right angles to the monumented center line of

location of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company at station

820 + 20.27; thence easterly along said southerly line of West Street

two hundred and four and thirty-four one-hundredths (204.34) feet

to the corner of New West Street; thence westerly along said northerly
line of New West Street four hundred and ninety-five (495) feet; thence

northwesterly at a right angle along land of the Boston and Albany
Railroad Company fourteen and thirty-nine one-hundredths (14.39)
feet; thence continuing along land of the Boston and Albany Railroad

Company by a curve to the right with a radius of seventy-seven (77)
feet one hundred and thirteen and five one-hundredths (113.05) feet

toa point two hundred and twenty-eight and twenty-five one-hundredths

(228.25) feet. southeasterly from and at right angles to said monumented
center line of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company location at

station 822 + 80.45; thence northeasterly along land of the Boston

and Albany Railroad Company for a distance of two hundred and

sixty and eighteen one-hundredths (260.18) feet by a line parallel to

and two hundred and twenty-eight and twenty-five one-hundredths

(228.25) feet southeasterly from said monumented center line of the

Boston and Albany Railroad Company to the point of beginning, said

parcel containing forty-one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight
(41,868) square feet, more or less, all as shownin red on plan dated

May 16th, 1924, entitled: “Land in Pittsfield, Mass., to be conveyed
to Daniel England”, a copy of which is attached to and recorded as

part of the deed from the Berkshire Street Railway Company to Daniel

England, dated June 18th, 1924, and recorded in the Berkshire Middle

District Registry of Deeds, at said Pittsfield, in Book 409, Page 241&c,

The provisions of section sixty-three of chapter forty-four of the

General Laws shall not apply to proceeds received under the provisions
of this act.

Section 2. This act shall take full effect upon its acceptance by
vote of the city council of the city of Pittsfield.

Approved May 25, 1967.

Chap. 319. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF WORCESTER TO SELL OR

LEASE CERTAIN PARK LAND IN SAID CITY TO WNEB, INC.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Notwithstanding any provision of general or special
law to the contrary, the city of Worcester, by its city manager, may
sell or lease to WNEB, Ine., a Massachusetis corporation, a certain

parcel of park landin said city under the jurisdiction of the parks and

recreation commission of said city and being a portion of the Wetherell
estate lying on the southeasterly side of Newton avenue north, bounded
and described as follows: —

Beginning at a point on the southeasterly corner of. Newton Avenue

(North) two and sixteen hundredths (2.16) feet South 38° 54’ 30”
East of a drill hole in a stone monument marked W. H.;

Thence South 38° 54’ 30” East by land now or formerly of Max and

Edith Hurowitz and of Gladys Shulman five hundred fifty-four and
ninety-two hundredths (554.92) feet to a point;
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Thence South 56° 12’ 20” West by land now or formerly of Highland
Associates of Worcester, Inc. five hundred seventy and thirty-four
hundredths (570.34) feet to a point;

Thence North 8° 58’ 40” West by land now or formerly of John V.

and Mary E. O’Keefe eleven and no hundredths (11.00) feet to a point;
Thence North 57° 43’ 40’ West by land now or formerly of said

John V, and Mary E. O’Keefe by and crossing the northerly terminus
of Highland Terrace, a private way and by land now or formerly of

Yeshivoth Achei Tmimim Lubavitz of Worcester two hundred forty-
six and fifty-two hundredths (246.52) feet to a point;

Thence North 28° 57’ 20” East by other land supposed to belong to

City of Worcester (Parks and Recreation Commission) six hundred

ninety-three and twenty hundredths (693.20) feet to the point of be-

ginning.
Containing 244,242 square feet or 5.61 acres, and held by said city

for public park purposes; provided that the parks and recreation com~

mission of said city shall by vote assent to the sale and provided, further,
that the sale is authorized by a vote of a majority of all the members of

the city council of said city and approved by its city manager.
Section 2. The city manager of said city, in the name of and on

behalf of said city, shall execute and deliver any instrument necessary
to convey or to lease the land described under authority of section one.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Approved May 29, 1967.

Chap. 320. An AcT AUTHORIZING HAMPSHIRE COUNTY TO PAY A

CERTAIN UNPAID BILL.

Be it enacted, eic., as follows:

Srcrion 1. The county treasurer of Hampshire county is hereby
authorized to pay, from any available funds, an unpaid bill in the sum

of five thousand, three hundred dollars to the Northampton Gas Light
Company for materials furnished and services rendered in connection

with the installation of air conditioning equipment in the county court-

house in the city of Northampton, said bill being legally unenforceable

against Hampshire county.
.

Section 2. No bill shall be paid by the treasurer of said county
under the authority of this act unless and until a certificate has been

signed and filed with said treasurer stating under the penalties of per-
jury that the materials and services for which such bill has been sub-

mitted were ordered by an official or an employee of said county and

that such materials were delivered to said county or that such services

were rendered to said county, or both.
Section 3. Any person who knowingly files a certificate required

by section two, which is false, and who thereby receives payment for

materials or services which were not delivered to or rendered to said

county shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than one year
or by a fine of not more than three hundred dollars, or both.

Secrion 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Approved May 29, 1967.
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CITY OF WORCESTER Va
(Vocational High School & Green Hill Park Land Transfers)

WHEREAS, as a condition to the use ofa portion of Green Hill Park as part of

the site for a new vocational high school, and, under authority of chapter one hundred of

the acts of nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, as amended by chapter one hundred forty-
one of the acts of two-thousand and two, the city of Worcester agreed to make various

transfers of land concerning the former Belmont Home property, the former Worcester

Industrial Technical Institute property and the Coal Mine Brook property (each as further

described herein); and

WHEREAS, on December 30, 1905, with the acceptance of a deed from Samual

M. Green, et ali., recorded in the Worcester District Registry of Deeds in Book 1820 at

Page 571, and a deed from Henry Putnam, recorded in the Worcester District Registry of

Deeds in Book 1948 at Page 408, the city of Worcester acquired title to the property now

known as Green Hill Park and placed it under the care, custody and control of its Parks

Commission; and

WHEREAS, on June 13, 1966, by an Order of Taking adopted by the City
Council of Worcester and recorded in the Worcester District Registry of Deeds, Book

4675, Page 539, the city of Worcester acquired the Coal Mine Brook property for water

supply purposes and placed the same under the care, custody and control of its

commissioner of public works, said land being described in the records of the city
assessor as Map 46, Block 044, Lot 00001; and

WHEREAS, the former Belmont Home property was acquired by the city of

Worcester by virtue of two deeds from Henry Putnam, one dated March 28, 1911 and

recorded in the Worcester District Registry of Deeds in Book 1966, at Page 303, and a

second dated May 3, 1909 and recorded in Book 1904, at Page 257; an Order of Taking
dated April 26, 1921 and recorded in the Worcester District Registry of Deeds in Book

2246, at Page 488; and sundry other conveyances; said land being described in the records

ofthe city assessor as Map 57, Block 003, Lot 00001; and

WHEREAS, on January 23, 1996, the former Belmont Home property was placed
under the care, custody and control of the city manager by virtue of the adoption of a

reorganization plan of the city manager which eliminated the Belmont Home Department
and transferred the care, custody, management and control of the real or personal property
of the Belmont Home Department to the jurisdiction of the city manager; and

WHEREAS, the Worcester Industrial Technical Institute property was acquired
by the city of Worcester by virtue of two deeds from Henry Putnam dated August 5, 1895

and October 24, 1899 recorded in the Worcester District Registry of Deeds in Book 1478,
at Page 524 and Book 1628, at Page 517, respectively; a deed of Etienne LeClair dated

May 7, 1927 and recorded in Book 2436, Page 391; and, an order of taking dated June 21,
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1926 and recorded in Book 2408, Page 292; said land being described in the records of

the city assessor as Map 57, Block 003, Lot 0001A; and

WHEREAS, on March 10, 1998, the former Worcester Industrial Technical

Institute property was placed under the care, custody and control of the Worcester School
Committee by virtue of the adoption of a reorganization plan of the city manager which

eliminated the Worcester Vocational Schoo: Department as a department under the

jurisdiction of the city manager and transferred the care, custody and control of the real

property of the Worcester Vocational School Department to the jurisdiction of the

Worcester School Committee; and

WHEREAS, on July 11, 2002, the Parks & Recreation Commission determined
that the portion of Green Hill Park shown as lot one (1) on a plan entitled "Plan of Land

in Worcester, Massachusetts" prepared by BSC, Inc., dated April 7, 1999, revised on

June 17, 2002 and recorded in the Worcester District Registry ofDeeds, Plan Book 784

Plan 123 (hereinafter the "Plan"), was no longer needed for the purposes for which it was

acquired if the land transfers described in chapter one hundred of the acts of nineteen

hundred and ninety-nine are accomplished (see Attachment A); and

WHEREAS, on July 11, 2002, the Parks & Recreation Commission further

determined that the best interests of Green Hill Park, including the property to be added

to the Park by this order and such other property as may from time to time be added to the

Park, would be served by granting a conservation restriction over said property to the

Greater Worcester Land Trust, Inc., and the Green Hill Park Coalition, Inc., as described

in chapter one hundred forty-one of the acts of two-thousand and two, which amended

chapter one hundred of the acts of nineteen hundred and ninety-nine (see Attachment A);
and,

WHEREAS, on July 12, 2002, the commissioner ofpublic works determined that

the water supply purposes for which the Coal Mine Brook property was acquired and

placed under his care, custody and control would be enhanced by the conveyance of a

conservation restriction to the Greater Worcester Land Trust, the Parks & Recreation

Commissioner and the Conservation Commission, as authorized by chapter one hundred

of the acts of nineteen hundred and ninety-nine (see Attachment B); and

WHEREAS, on July 16, 2002, the city manager determined that the former

Belmont Home property was no longer needed for the purposes for which it was acquired
if the land transfers described in chapter one hundred of the acts of nineteen hundred and

ninety-nine are accomplished; and

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2002, the Conservation Commission voted to accept the

conservation restrictions described herein (see Attachment C); and

WHEREAS, on September 18, 2002, the Worcester School Committee is

expected to vote its determination that the former Worcester Industrial Technical Institute

property was no longer needed for the purposes for which it was acquired if the land

2
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transfers described in chapter one hundred of the acts of nineteen hundred and ninety-nine
are accomplished (see Attachment D); and

WHEREAS, on July 16, 2002, the city manager, pursuant to section 15A of

chapter forty of the General Laws, approved of the changes in the care, custody and

control accomplished by this order;

§1. NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that, upon the recordingof this order

in the Worcester District Registry of Deeds, the transfers ofjurisdiction over the parcels
of land as specified and described herein shall become effective:

A. The land shown on the Plan as "Lot 1" and consisting of 3.82 acres now under

the care, custody and control of the Parks & Recreation Commission be and is hereby
transferred to the care, custody and control of the Worcester School Committee to be

held, in conjunction with Lot 4 referred to herein, as the site for the new vocational high
school and similar education purposes;

B. The land shown on the Plan as “Lot 2" and consisting of 15.49 acres now

under the care, custody and control of the city manager be and is hereby transferred to the

care, custody and control of the Parks & Recreation Commission to be held for park
purposes as part of Green Hill Park;

C. The land shown on the Plan as "Lot 3" and consisting of 6.63 acres now under

the care, custody and control of the Worcester School Committee be and is hereby
transferred to the care, custody and control of the Parks & Recreation Commission to be

held for park purposes as part of Green Hill Park;

D. The land shown on the Plan as "Lot 4" and consisting of 16.19 acres now

under the care, custody and control of the city manager be and is hereby transferred to the

care, custody and control of the Worcester School Committee to be held, in conjunction
with Lot 1 referred to herein, as the site for the new vocational high school and similar

education purposes; and

§2. BEIT FURTHER ORDERED that, upon adoption of this order, the city
manager be and he is hereby authorized to grant and execute the following documents on

behalf of the city of Worcester:

A. A conservation restriction over all of Green Hill Park, as the configuration of

the park has been modified by this order, in favor of the Green Hil] Park Coalition and the

Greater Worcester Land Trust, as provided by chapter one hundred forty-one of the acts

of two thousand and two; said land being shown as Green Hill Park on a plan entitled

"Boundary Plan - Green Hill Park and Green Hill Municipal Golf Course" prepared by
Weston & Sampson Engineers, Inc., dated August 14, 2002 and recorded in the

Worcester District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 784 Plan 122 ; and including lots two

(2) and three (3) on the Plan (but excluding Lot one on the Plan);

3
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B. A conservation restriction over the Coa] Mine Brook property in favor of the

Greater Worcester Land Trust, the Parks & Recreation Commissioner and the

Conservation Commission, as authorized by chapter one hundred of the acts of nineteen

hundred and ninety-nine;

C. A deed of easement for underground utilities in the land shown on the Plan as

utility easement areas; provided that such land areas remain under the care, custody and

control of the Parks & Recreation Commission and are held for park purposes as part of

Green Hill Park; and,

§3. BEIT FURTHER ORDERED that, upon adoption of this order, the city
manager be and he is hereby authorized to execute and accept on behalf of the city of

Worcester a conservation restriction over 9.62 acres of land owned by the commonwealth

of Massachusetts, placed under the jurisdiction of its department of mental health and

shown on the Plan as "Lot 5"; and that the interest in real property conveyed by said

conservation restriction shall be and is hereby placed under the care, custody and control

of the Parks & Recreation Commission to be held for park purposes in conjunction with

Green Hill Park, as authorized by chapter one hundred of the acts of nineteen hundred

and ninety-nine; and,

§4. BEIT FURTHER ORDERED that, upon adoption of this order, the city
manager be and he is hereby authorized to execute any document, either specifically
authorized by this order or necessary and incidental thereto, upon such terms and

conditions as he deems best advances the interests and purposes of this order; and

§5. BEIT FURTHER ORDERED that, this order and its attachments shall be

recorded in the Worcester District Registry of Deeds together with the Plan, the Boundary
Plan and the metes and bounds descriptions of Lots 1-5 and the utility easement areas

attached hereto. 
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This is a request for items to be added to next week’s Parks Commission agenda. 

We have the following requests and questions from the formal legal opinion response 
that was provided by the City Solicitor office on April 16, 2026 to the Parks 
Commissioner.  We would like an update returned back to the Park Commissions for 
the September meeting. 
 
Statutory and Historical Protections 
• Chapter 154 of the Acts of 1882 – confirmed adopted and not repealed or 
superseded. 

·       This law has been in effect since it was adopted in 1884 by the voters. 
·       Please explain why this Act (Law) was never addressed in any of the 
taking of Public Park land for school purposes? 

• Does this Law grant the Parks Commission authority to protect all Public Parks 
from being taken for other use? 

·       What is the process the Parks Commission will use to exercise this 
authority and protect public park land? 

Status of Elm Park 
• Clarify Statement: 

• Elm Park encompassing approximately 87 acres, retains its legal designation 
and protection as public park land. 
 Please confirm Doherty High School legally sits on Protected Public Park 
land managed by the Parks Commission. 

• Clarify Statement: 
• In land transfer section the 20 acres of land taken for Doherty was deemed 

surplus and transferred to the school department. 
• Please explain why you are stating Elm Park is still 87 acres? 

 
Chapter 121 of the Acts of 1960 and Judicial Decree 

• Clarify Statement: 
·       All actions taken pursuant to this Act were in accordance with the law  

 Please provide missing copies of documents that were originally 
requested. 

 Provide SIGNED copy of the 1961 Decree –   unsigned copies of legal 
documents are not evidence to show actions were in accordance with the 
law 

 Provide copy of Open Court Session referenced in degree. 
 Spalding J is not a valid SJC judge’s name  

 please validate name and explain why his signature is not on the decree. 
 Where was Act 1882 Chapter 154 (Law) addressed as part of this 

Act? 



 Where was Article 49 addressed as part of this Act? 
 
Land Transfer and Surplus Transactions for Chapter 121 

• Clarify Statements: 
 Transfer of land associated with Doherty Memorial High School was 

conducted in compliance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, 
Section 15A.  The land was formally treated as surplus for the purpose 
originally held and the transfer between municipal departments was 
authorized through established municipal procedures and approvals, 
including the City Council approval.  The record reflects compliance 
with statutory requirements governing municipal land disposition. 

 Please provide copies of documents that were originally requested and 
required to show transfer was conducted in compliance. 

 Surplus Transactions approved by the Parks Commission 
 Transfer to School Department approved by City Council 
 Where was Act 1881 Chapter 154 (Law) addressed in this land transfer? 
 Where was Article 49 addressed as part of this transfer? 

·        
Wetherell Park Authorization 
·       Where was Act 1882 Chapter 154 referenced and addressed? 
·       Where was Article 49 addressed? 
 
Chandler Hill Park Authorization 
·       Where was Act 1882 Chapter 154 referenced and addressed? 
·       Where was Article 49 addressed? 
·       Please provide the copy of the Act that was filed for Bill No. 1211 
 
Worcester Technical High School and Green Hill Park Authorization 
·       Where was Act 1882 Chapter 154 referenced and addressed? 
·       Where was Article 97 addressed? 
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Eric D. Batista sty of Worcester
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City Manager
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May 19, 2026 Attachment for Item # 9. i9 B

TO THE WORCESTER CITY COUNCIL

COUNCILORS:

I respectfully submit the attached communication relative to the proposed Purple Heart
and Gold Star Memorials at Worcester Common, as received from Seema Dixit,

Commissioner of the Department of Health& Human Services, and forwarded for the

information of your Honorable Body.

The Department of Health& Human Services and Department of Parks, Recreation, &

Cemetery will be host a public hearing to present the proposed plan and gather
community feedback at the Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting on Thursday, June
it at 6: 30 p.m. at 50 Officer Manny Familia Way. Following the hearing a finalized plan
will be compiled and submitted to the commission for approval.

I look forward to reviewing the final plan for the proposed Purple Heart and Gold Star
Memorials and encourage all community members to attend and share their feedback to
influence the collective vision for these memorials as we honor our wounded and fallen

servicemembers.

Respectfully submitted,

Eric D. Batista

City Manager

City of Worcester • 455 Main Street• Worcester, MA o16O8- 1892
Office: 508- 799- 1175 • Fax: 508- 799- 1208 • WorcesterMa.gov



Department of Health& Human Services

Worcester

Seema Dixit, Commissioner

he City of 455 Main Street Worcester, MA ci6oS
P1508- 799- 8486 F1508- 799- tzt8
HHS(alworcesterma.eov

To:       Eric D. Batista, City Manager
From:  Secant Dixit, Commissioner

CC:      Robert C. Antonelli Jr., Commissioner of Parks, Recreation, & Cemetery
Alex R. Arriaga, Interim Director of Veterans' Services

Date:   May 19, 2026
Re:      Informational communication relative to the proposed Purple Heart and Gold

Star Memorials at Worcester Common

Please see the following informational communication relative to the upcoming public process
for the proposed Purple Heart and Gold Star Memorials at Worcester Common. This notice is

submitted for your review, scheduling, and forwarding to the City Council.

The Department of Health & Human Services and Department of Parks, Recreation, &

Cemetery will hold a public hearing to present the proposed memorials and gather community
feedback at the Parks & Recreation Commission meeting on June it.

Following the hearing, all input will be reviewed and incorporated into a final plan, which will
be presented to the Parks& Recreation Commission for approval.

Public Hearing Details

Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting

Location: 50 Officer Manny Familia Way, Meeting Room A

Date & Time: Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 6: 30 p. m.

We look forward to working with community members and stakeholders to shape a shared
vision for these memorials. Please review and advise if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

0V
Secant Dixit

Commissioner

Department of Health & Human Services

Department of Health& Human Services• 455 Main Street, Worcester, MA ci6oS
P 1508- 799- 8486 F1 508- 799- 1218• www.WorcesterMa.gov
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TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WORCESTER:

The undersigned person(s) most respectfully petitions your Honorable Board:

Request Great Brook Valley Playground be renamed Roberto Clemente Field during its
ribbon cutting ceremony.

Councilor Tony Economou



MC
The City of City Clerk Department

A.JWORCESTER
Nikolin Vangjeli, City Clerk

Stephen      . Pottle, Deputy City Clerk I
Clare M. Robbins, Deputy City Clerk II

An individual may petition the City Council on a wide range of topics including the condition of streets
and sidewalks, street lighting, traffic, and parking. No petition which deals with personalities, or
with matters not within the general supervision and/ or relating to city government or does not
specifically state the business to be discussed, shall be placed on any city council agenda by the
city clerk (see Rule 11 of the Rules of City Council). The deadline for filing a petition is 4: 15 p.m. on
the Thursday preceding each Tuesday Council meeting.  In the case of Monday holidays, the deadline
for filing a petition will be 4: 15 p.m. on the Wednesday preceding each Tuesday Council meeting to
accommodate Open Meeting Law posting requirements.

Please print out this form, provide your full contact information, including your name, residential ad.4kess
and phone number, sign the form and return to:

Worcester City Clerk T
City Hall Room 206
455 Main Street crx,    '^' 

C
I

Worcester, MA 01608 r-

The undersigned hereby petition the City Council as follows, request...   7

41

A 1715 AVIV

4700,
Signature Name Address, Zip Code Phone Number Email

d all
CIO

oRoO v Gl/.4R     o do      ,,  esvP 5 io_ 973 q

Room 206, City Hall  455 Main Street Worcester, Massachusetts 01608- 1889
Telephone (508) 799- 1121  Fax ( 508) 799- 1194

E-Mail: clerk  _  orcesterma.gov



City Clerk Department 
Nikolin Vangjeli, City Clerk 

Stephen A.J. Pottle, Deputy City Clerk I 
Clare M. Robbins, Deputy City Clerk II 

 

Room 206, City Hall ■ 455 Main Street ■ Worcester, Massachusetts 01608-1889 
Telephone (508) 799-1121 ■ Fax (508) 799-1194 

E-Mail: clerk@worcesterma.gov 

June 9, 2026 
 
Mayor Joseph M. Petty and the  
Members of the City Council 
City Hall, 455 Main Street 
Worcester, MA 01608 
 

Dear Mr. Mayor and Councilors,  
 
I am submitting this communication in response to the City Council request 
adopted on June 2, 2026 concerning conducting research relative to the historical 
efforts made to recognize Arries Ann Ward, a formerly enslaved person born in 
New Bern, North Carolina in 1862, who settled in Worcester, living in the city until 
her death in 1959 at the age of 97. 
 
A review of television clips, newspaper articles and City Council records shows that 
this matter began following Mrs. Ward’s 1957 appearance on the popular television 
show called “This Is Your Life,” which highlighted the life and achievements of Mrs. 
Ward to a national audience. Records were once again brought to the forefront of 
discussion in 1992 when a City Council petition was filed by Gary S. Parker, a 
descendant of Arries Ann Ward, asking the city to investigate both the naming of a 
playground and the renaming of Laurel Street in Mrs. Ward’s honor.  
 
Below, our office has created a timeline of events related to Mrs. Ward for your 
consideration. We have also attached several documents obtained by our office 
related to Arries Ann Ward in hopes to guide further discussion related to 
appropriately honoring Mrs. Ward for her contributions to the city and beyond. 
 
1957 – “This Is Your Life” Appearance and Original Recognition Effort 
 
In 1957, at the age 95, Arries Ann Ward appeared on the television program “This Is 
Your Life.” A YouTube clip of the program’s episode can be found here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ykzkGq-KPLQ 
 
At Mrs. Ward’s request, the show donated $1,000.00 to the City of Worcester to 
purchase playground equipment and create a playground in Great Brook Valley, 

mailto:clerk@worcesterma.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ykzkGq-KPLQ


City Clerk Department 
Nikolin Vangjeli, City Clerk 

Stephen A.J. Pottle, Deputy City Clerk I 
          Clare M. Robbins, Deputy City Clerk II  
 
where Mrs. Ward lived with relatives following many years at 28 Assonet St., which 
would be named in her honor. During the airing of “This Is Your Life,” images were 
shown of a plaque created by the program that was later brought to the 
playground. According to a newspaper article from the Evening Gazette in 1964, 
the plaque, which was about foot-by-foot square, was stolen. 
 
The television show also discussed a petition rename Laurel St. to honor Arries Ann 
Ward, which is further discussed below. 
 
1957–1970 – Street-Renaming Petition Withdrawn 
 
On March 11, 1957, following the appearance of Arries Ann Ward on “This Is Your 
Life,” Mayor James D. O’Brien filed a petition with the City Council to rename Laurel 
St. as “Arries Ann Ward St.” According to newspaper articles and City Council 
documents, the petition did not proceed, due to concerns from the neighborhood 
residents, whom the relatives of Arries Ann Ward said were seventy-five (75) 
percent Black at the time of the petition, over the financial burdens associated with 
changing the name of the street for residents and small businesses with addresses 
on the road. The petition remained in Public Works Committee until it was given 
leave to withdraw in 1970. Today, over four-hundred residents are registered to 
vote on Laurel St. 
 
March 3, 1992 – Gary S. Parker Petitions the City Council  
 
On March 3, 1992, Gary S. Parker submitted a petition to the City Council asking the 
city to investigate the prior commitments made related to naming honors for Mrs. 
Ward. The petition was then further championed by then-City Councilor Raymond 
V. Mariano, who submitted additional backup materials to the administration. The 
petition was referred to City Manager William J. Mulford, who would work with both 
Commissioner of Public Works F. Worth Landers and then Commissioner of Public 
Works Robert L. Moylan, Jr. to prepare reports for City Council on the topic. 
 
March 31, 1992 – Department of Public Works Initial Review 
 
Following the referral of Mr. Parker’s petition, the City Manager requested 
recommendations from the Department of Public Works. Commissioner of Public 
Works Landers wrote an initial report to City Council outlining the process for 
holding hearings to rename streets, stating that Laurel Street was approximately 



City Clerk Department 
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1,318 feet long, with about 26 abutting properties, primarily residential but 
including apartment buildings and a few small businesses. The communication also 
discussed alternatives for naming honors for Mrs. Ward, including the naming of an 
open recreation space in Plumley Village off Summer St. The informational 
communication was referred to Public Works Committee and later placed on file on 
November 10, 1992. 
 
August 24, 1993 – Public Works Committee Considers Alternatives 
 
Following the discussions in 1992, City Manager Mulford tasked Commissioner of 
Public Works Robert L. Moylan Jr. with looking into further naming locations for 
Mrs. Ward. In his 1993 communication, Mr. Moylan discussed the open recreation 
space in Plumley Village, including directions for the family to write a letter 
describing the individual to be honored and the need for the petitions to pay for the 
costs for a plaque and other necessary materials at the location. 
 
February 22, 1994 – Telegram & Gazette Article: “Grandma Ward May Get Her 
Due” 
 
On February 22, 1994, the Worcester Telegram & Gazette wrote an article that 
discussed how the city planned to move forward to honor Arries Ann Ward. Then-
Mayor Raymond V. Mariano was quoted as saying “We have an obligation here that 
we haven't fulfilled and I am trying to, 30 or 40 years later, pick up the ball.”  
 
The article then described Mayor Mariano’s plans to pursue naming the playground 
in Plumley Village in her honor. 
 
May 2, 1995 – Telegram & Gazette Article: “Grandma Ward Receives Her 
Due” 
 
On May 2, 1995, the Worcester Telegram & Gazette wrote an article detailing that 
the park in Great Brook Valley named after Arries Ann Ward had been taken down, 
but that the new playground in Plumley Village would be named in her honor, after 
Mayor Mariano raised private funds and garnered the support of Plumley Village. 
The article also discussed the dedication of the new Plumley Village playground. 
 
As you are aware, there have been several recent discussions and items brought 
forward related to ways to appropriately honor Mrs. Arries Ann Ward for her 
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contributions to the community. Should you need anything further related to the 
research conducted for this individual, please do not hesitate to contact my office. 
 
 

 
Cordially, 

 

 
         Nikolin Vangjeli 
         City Clerk 
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WILLIAM J. MULFORD 
CITY MANAGER 

CITY OF WORCESTER 

August 24, 1993 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF WORCESTER 

COUNCILORS: 

' 5 

The attached communication relative to changing the name 

of Laurel Street to Arries Ann Ward Street, received from 

the Department of Public Works, is forwarded for the 

information of your Honorable Body. 

Respectfully submitted, 

w�� 
City Manager 

OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER, CITY HALL. WORCESTER. MASSACHUSETTS 01608 







"GRANDMA WARD' MAY GET HER DUE - Worcester Telegram & Gazette (MA) - February 22, 1994 - page B1
February 22, 1994 | Worcester Telegram & Gazette (MA) | Winston W. Wiley; Telegram & Gazette Staff | Page B1

WORCESTER - Growing up in Grafton, Beatrice Packer remembers well Fridays and Sundays at her
grandmother Arries Ann Ward's house nearby.

Two kinds of fish, cornbread, baked beans and fried corn always topped Friday menus and two kinds of meat
were prepared every Sunday in portions fit for an army. She wanted to be sure there was something
everyone liked.

"People would just stop in and they were always welcome," said Packer, 74, who lives at 49 Brigham Hill Road
in Grafton. "She loved having people over and she loved feeding them."

Ward, who had moved to Great Brook Valley in Worcester before she died in 1959 at age 97, loved being
surrounded by people. Having given birth to 18 children of her own, she had befriended many children in the
housing complex.

"Children were always around her," Packer said.

Two years before her death, Ward, an ex-slave, appeared on the popular 1950s television program "This Is
Your Life," and at her request, the show donated $1,000 to the city to buy equipment for a playground, which
was eventually built in Great Brook Valley, but has since been taken down. Plans by the City Council at that
time to change the name of Laurel Street, which runs through Plumley Village, to Arries Ann Ward Street
never materialized.

MAYOR'S RESEARCH

At the request of one of Ward's family members, Mayor Raymond V. Mariano said he recently researched
what became of the playground and the proposal to change the street name. To his surprise, he said, he
discovered that as a boy growing up in Great Brook Valley, he played at what had been the Arries Ann Ward
Playground. When the snow melts, he said, he intends to go to the site to assess the condition of the
playground. In the meantime, he will pursue plans to dedicate in Ward's name this summer a playground
proposed for Plumley Village for which he helped raise money, or some other Worcester Housing Authority
playground.

"We have an obligation here that we haven't fulfilled and I am trying to, 30 or 40 years later, pick up the ball,"
Mariano said.

The street name was never changed because it would have been a financial burden on the businesses and
residents along the street, he said.

Ward's grandchildren said a petition had been circulated among Laurel Street residents, whom the
grandchildren say were about 75 percent black at the time, opposing the name change.

"My aunt was very angry," James Ward, 73, of South Grafton said of Lillian Phelps, the daughter Arries Ward
was living with then. But, not wanting to make her mother the center of controversy, Phelps let the issue
drop.

BORN INTO SLAVERY

Nine of Arries Ward's children lived in Worcester or Grafton; all 18 have died. She had numerous
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Born into slavery in a Civil War-era log cabin in 1862 in New Bern,
N.C., "Grandma Ward," as she was affectionately called by family and friends, moved to Worcester in 1898.
Her husband, William H. Ward, died in 1913. She was active in the church, the community and politics, and
counted among her personal friends U.S. Rep. Harold D. Donohue, Mayor James O'Brien and City Councilor
George Wells, all deceased.



"She believed in voting and she made sure that all of us voted," said James Ward, a former Grafton selectman
and past president of the Worcester County Chapter of the NAACP. "If she ever found out you didn't vote, she
would go up one side of you and down the other. She knew the power of the vote."

James Ward moved in with his grandmother at age 16 and lived with her for six years until he was drafted
during World War II. It was she who influenced him to get involved in politics, he said.

Her optimistic outlook helped land her the spot on the TV program. A friend with breast cancer was
lamenting her illness when Ward asked her whether she had prayed, James Ward said. The woman prayed
and the cancer somehow vanished. Impressed by Ward's faith despite having been a slave, the woman told
the story to Ralph Edwards, host of "This Is Your Life."

Copyright (c) 1994 Worcester Telegram & Gazette Corp.



`GRANDMA WARD' RECEIVES HER DUE - Worcester Telegram & Gazette (MA) - May 2, 1995 - page B1
May 2, 1995 | Worcester Telegram & Gazette (MA) | Page B1

WORCESTER - Last Saturday, Mayor Raymond V. Mariano helped keep a promise the city made to a resident
nearly 40 years ago by dedicating a new playground to the late Arries Ann Ward.

In 1957, at the age of 95, Ward, an ex-slave, appeared on the popular 1950s television program "This Is Your
Life." At her request, the show donated $1,000 to the city to buy equipment for a playground. The playground
was eventually built in Great Brook Valley, but has since been taken down. Plans by the City Council at that
time to change the name of Laurel Street, which runs through Plumley Village, to Arries Ann Ward Street
never materialized.

The street name was never changed because it would have been a financial burden on the businesses and
residents along the street, relatives said. Ward's grandchildren said a petition had been circulated among
Laurel Street residents - the grandchildren say 75 percent of the population was black at the time - opposing
the name change.

Ward, who had moved to Great Brook Valley in Worcester before she died in 1959 at age 97, loved being
surrounded by people. Having given birth to 18 children of her own, she had befriended many children in the
housing complex.

Three years ago, Gary Parker, Ward's great-great-grandson, contacted then City Councilor Raymond V.
Mariano and asked for help. After a few hurdles, Mariano approached the residents of Plumley Village and
asked for their support in naming a newly built playground in memory of Ward. Mariano had helped raise
private money for the playground and when residents learned Ward's history, they agreed to his request.

At Saturday's dedication, Mariano said, "By keeping our promise, we not only pay tribute to a special woman,
but we also pay tribute to an entire community. Our children need to know that we value the contributions of
each citizen and that as a city our strength lies in our diversity."

Nine of Ward's children lived in Worcester or Grafton; all 18 have died. She had numerous grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. Born into slavery in a Civil War-era log cabin in 1862 in New Bern, N.C., "Grandma Ward,"
as she was affectionately called by family and friends, moved to Worcester in 1898. Her husband, William H.
Ward, died in 1913. She was active in the church, the community and politics, and counted among her
personal friends U.S. Rep. Harold D. Donohue, Mayor James O'Brien and City Councilor George Wells, all
deceased.

Copyright (c) 1995 Worcester Telegram & Gazette Corp.





























Worcester Parks and Recreation & Cemetery Commission 

Exploratory Academic & Community Collaboration Endorsement for 
Geoffrey Killebrew, President of F.A.M. JAM! Event Group, Inc. (501(c)(3)) 

 

Date: ____________________ 

The Worcester Parks and Recreation & Cemetery Commission ("Commission") is pleased to 
acknowledge and support an exploratory and academic-focused collaboration proposed by Mr. 
Geoffrey Killebrew, President of F.A.M. JAM! Event Group, Inc. 501(c)(3). 

The purpose of this initiative is to engage Worcester-area colleges and universities, faculty, 
students, and community partners in a collaborative inquiry examining individual Worcester 
parks to better understand their current use and potential for community activation. 

This exploratory effort may include academic research, surveys of residents living near specific 
parks, observational documentation of park activity, and collaborative analysis. The goal is to 
develop thoughtful, park-specific insights and recommendations, recognizing that each park 
serves a distinct community and may benefit from tailored approaches rather than uniform 
solutions. 

The anticipated outcome is a non-binding, informational set of findings and recommendations 
that may be shared with the Commission and the Parks Commissioner for future consideration. 

This letter signifies the Commission’s support of inquiry-based learning, community-engaged 
research, and collaborative exploration. Mr. Killebrew is authorized to reference this signed 
letter when inviting colleges, universities, professors, students, and community partners to 
participate in this academic and community-focused effort. 

This initiative is strictly exploratory and investigatory in nature. The Commission and the City of 
Worcester are not responsible for conducting the research, producing deliverables, or 
implementing any recommendations, and this endorsement does not create any binding 
obligation, funding commitment, or agency relationship. 

Commissioners’ Acknowledgment and Endorsement 

Commissioner Name: ____________________________________ 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
Date: ____________________________________ 



Commissioner Name: ____________________________________ 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
Date: ____________________________________ 

Commissioner Name: ____________________________________ 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
Date: ____________________________________ 

Commissioner Name: ____________________________________ 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
Date: ____________________________________ 

Commissioner Name: ____________________________________ 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
Date: ____________________________________ 

Commissioner Name: ____________________________________ 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
Date: ____________________________________ 
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